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UNCL.B SAM S grcutcet victory In
Porto Pico hoä to «lo with a
worin. I liavp written how ho

fcaa raised the island from beggary to
prosperity, and how hla for.lKti trade
Jins been multiplied 100 per cent. How
the wealth of the people has ralaett
jrom almost nothing Id ¥1.000 per fam¬
ily, and how they are now growing
rich off of coffee, tobacco and sugar.
Further on In this letter I will toll
>iow mountain trails- have been changed
t" stone roads, and how justice and
good government htivc taken t";- place
of disorder and graft.

Uncle Sam's light with (lie worm'
ha.-< been bigger than any of these.
|And still lb«> worm Is so small thu; yon
co-ild lay ii on thu little fingernail of
your baby and it would just teach
around the edge when the nud it
joined to the (Ic.-:-.. Nevertheless at,
the time he took hold of (he Mund It
¦ii .is sucking the 1 ir.> and strength out
fi r-i> per ivnl. of the people. Almost
every on.- had It. VVe did not know
what was the mailer. V\"e thought
Uli Porto llic.-iiis « er«.- a degenerate na¬
tion, and thai their pasty, t>alc skins
f.M-.v muscles und lackadaisical ways
w re hereditary and could not be
changed. II was some time before we
disc, >vi red that they arc naturally as:

ftrong as we ari and that their weak¬
ness existed because tiioy wore uteH
3t all >.ini" from this little worm whaclt
Vir gnawing their vitals.
I»r. tsliford IJIscnvcra the Hookworm.
The presence of the parasite was dis¬

covered in I'.'Od by Major Bailey K.
[Ashforri, h United Stni«\s army surgeon,
and since then n great titiht has gone
on against II, resulting In the cure ol
hundreds o*. thousands and in confin¬
ing Its ravages to the poorest classes
of laborers who are fur oft In "the
mountains.

Th<- discovery of this worm in Porto
Jtb o led to our knowledge of It In I bo
Southern States, and to the great hook-
Hvorni experiments ivhloh have bcon
.taken under the Itockefcllcr fund 10
control it.
The first active hookworm campaign,

however, was undertaken by Major
[Ashford In Porto Itico, and to-day tliete
are forty*live dispensaries scattered
over the Island to which such puttetitu
come id be treated. During tin- pi's:
year IP.ftOo men, women and children
have been doctored Ul these dlspon-
Karies; and of I hem 10.000 have been
completely cured and 7.'.'00 men arc
-?tiil Improving under treatment, in all
the island more than than :toa.oi)fl have
been treated, and the hookworm has
been practically wiped out Of the towns
ttnd villages.

The r»pndl> Itnokvtumi.
It Is due to the work in Porto lllco

that »e now know nl| about ti-.c hook¬
worm and how to control it. It i.- bo-
Jlcved to have been brought there from
Atriesi al the time the lirst slaves
were Imported. It is known to have
existed among the African pygmies,
and it is thought lo have conic to
I'orto Rico iti 1 o, with the founding
of the first, throe sugar plantations.
The worm began it- work in the low¬
land.- ami gradually mado its way
¦through the island. It is now strong-
cat in the mountains, and it Is found
utmost everywhere on the coffee e.s-

ivlllcit hatches out in the earth twenty-
four hours; after It Is laid. It is said
t" in vor hatch anywhere rise than In
the earth, and it is the worm lluell
that trawls into the body of the man.
It often g< t.--- In through th.- feed The
most of the Porui Ulcan laborers so
barefooted: and during the rainy seii'-
s»n. when the ground Is wet and damp,
a scratch or sore on the skin enables
the parasite to crawl In. ,\ poor state
of health makes its ravages easy.There was a great Increase of the dis-

Porto Illoo ban nine larsc bank*, i\ltb depoMt» of C>ia,00O,0OO.
I<» Interior finlsblnitB are of Italian

This la the American Colonial Bank, of San Jxina.
mnrble and^ bronic.

The new C'omerlo Hum. which furnishes electricity to light
bnu .hum im.I other (oivns,

Tue ncMT puhllr mnrliet of Snn Jonn, bull« of rclnforccit
<i>ncrr»e. .tinny toilHllug» of thin ran M ruc tion arc non

going up.
ease after the hurricane of 1S!<9, atl
which Limo thousands were practically
¦starving and the diet of the people was
low.
The entrance of the worm through

Iho skin has been prevented by per¬
suading the people wear shoe? and
wateli out for their feet during wet
weather. In many of the rural dis¬
trict the sanitary conditions arc still
bad and purls of the country are pep¬
pered with the worms and their eggs.
One can easily tell the men. women

and (thildren who are being oaten up
by those parasites. Tin y look weak,
pa e, dull and llabby. and It is almost
impossible for them to do more than
half work. Most of them are afflicted
with nausea, vomiting, neadachca and
palpitation of the heart, and with somo
these Hymptoms continue for years,
while others gradually fade away arid

r'ced on lied HI.I.

litis let me t-ii you liow the-.worm
works The doctor* say it feeds on
ihr red corpuscles of the blood. This
la the Hfc-glvlng fluid, and a good
healthy man ought to have live or als
millions of .hem in every cubic mil¬
limetre of all the blood that flows
through hiv v.-ins. Not long ago. In¬
asmuch es 1 was far under par, 1 bad

Theu\vftrrrj glow of sympathy always reaches the heart, and
more especially so when one is ill. In-no more beautiful way
may that sympathy be expressed than by a gift of rare sweet
flowers, or perhaps a growing plant or fern, and the cost is not
great. We prow them all, and it need- only a call at our phone,Madison 6081, to bring forth your message of comfort and
good-will. Do not put it off.phone now.
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ill I I lII I II I III
. Tb World's Finest

Martini P.

rlicious refreshment
iK'e famous Clul> G<
strain through erat
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Hermann Schmidt
Tel. Monroe 101-105
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AUTOMOBILE ROADS XOW COVER TIIK ISLAND.
Tbc' neu building; on (he Irf» it* n »rlinolhtiii.ir.

aar own Mood < xamlned. A doctor
Jabbed a pin Into m: oar an dtook out
a drop of my blood and tested it. lie
found tliai there wir«: over five mil¬
lion n.d corpuscles per rube, and even

this* number madi him shake Iiis head |
and Icok se'rTous. Now the. Porto Ri<J3n
with the hookworm lias only two' and
one-naif million of. these red cor-
pusclea, so you ran see wh^rc he
Stande Another pari of my tost was
as to the hemoglobin, which also re¬
lates to the quality of this'1)1bod. If
the test rises to iOi'i per rout., ll is
excellent. My lest showed and now
after treatment 11 hat risen to ninety.
The average Porto Clean with the
worm has only 10 per cent, of that
stuff in him, and nevertheless upon
6tich a physical condition he IVa» had
to labor from daylight to dark on the
sugar estates and In the coffee planta¬
tions. He has been a sick man all the
time, but he hat had to work. The
curing Of hundreds of thousands ol
such people Is a part of what U nolc
bam has done in Porto Rico.

A Sanitary Island.
Indeed, the present plans of the gov-

eriim« nt are such that the island i.-I
now about as sanitary as any purl of
Latin America. At the time wc took
hold, the death rate was about forty
per thousand. It is now only twenty-
two per thousand, and this compares
favorably with any other Hlm'larly
populated country.
We have practically wiped out the

smallpox. Wln.-n 1 visited the island
twelve years ago it was raginp. and
at that time our government under¬
took the greatest vaccination job of
all history. It had the army atari to
work to vaccinate the w.liole people.
There were at least !»u'.'.00(i sore arms
< n the Islhiid during my stay, and the
people we.-e so disabled in places that
tin- work practically stopped Among
the places I visited was a vaccine farm,
where the army surgeons bid s.OnO
.i-il(. ranging from eight months to

a year old They ured these to gef
vaccine matter, taking a- many as

'.'.0<"0 points from a sind* beast, Since
thin th< vaccination has kept up r.
time to tithe. Twenty-six thousand
persons were vaccinated last year. ,ti
>1k doctors keep their eyes on th«
cnlldreii, Ai a result, there, is no
smallpox In Porto Rico, and very few
at ... of varioinld

I be Wnier Sappl?.
At (he time w<- took charge the wa¬

ter supply was bad almost everywhere
The streams w r»- used an public sew*
err, anil the people took their drink¬
ing water from '.hem. In all of the

I eitles l found wet la not far from thoI cesspools; mid th< doctors estimated
I that 50.000 houses had cisterns whose
water was polluted In that way. The
custom of burying th< <i.-».j was anoth¬
er source of disease. The cemeteries
were crowded, ihd yreat plies of skulls
and other human bones were found In
some of ihem. Uncle Sam hat caused
new cometerl*« to be opened; and he
hac established In -./mote districts
many new ones, where free burial Is
Kiven to the poor
Porto itii'o h-.s now its own health

department,-, with ah advisory board,
consisting of a health supervisor, aphysician, a druggist, .¦ lawyer ami a'
civil engineer. A great deal |« being
dune to wipe out tuberculosis, and theI Kcneral condition ol the ncoolt is t»o

I»«t cent, heue;- thttn It has been he-
fore.

\ii(omnhllr Roads for Vorto lUeo.
Next 'o trie hookworm, one of fVio

blggCs! thine-- Uncle tiani has den«-- in
F orio Kleo lias been In tr-.r good roads
movement. He has started tho work,
and tho pr.oplo have furnished the
inonny to do the business.
There is no part of the United Sldtes

which has such a road development
as hati had Rorto tllco since wc took
hold. At that time the island had lTe
miles of good highways. These were
built by the Spaniards and mainly fr,r
military purposi s. They consisted <.!
one long road across the mountains
from tho Caribbean Sea to the Atlantic
and some branch roads running here
and there. These military roads were
as jrood as any driveways In the I.'nlt-
r.d States.- They were as smooth as
the floor, without prbhlcii or ruts, and
they wound their way In easy slopes
over the mountains. In some places
they hung to the sides of the hills
and in others they made innumerable
horseshoe curves so that you could
see the road above and below you. I
went over that road in 1890 and I was
told it had cost about $25,000 a mile.

To-ilny you will lind roada like that
connecting the chief parts of Porto
Rico, and you can go In an automolvio
all over the island. The roada have
cost only $10,000 a mile, and they art
now spending about JSQQ per mile per
annum to keep thr-m in HfOkT. The
aggregate length of the macadam
roads of such thnt if they were placed
end to end, they would reach from
New York almost to ChicBgo, and that
would !).. ti better automobile road than
if it were composed of strips from the
best roads, of New England.

In addition .<-. this wagon roads have
been made in the mountains conn act-
in--: with thesi automobile highways.I and new trails have been cut so that
transportation Is everywhere possible.
A great deal of the business of theI country is now dorn' hy automobile'.,

There art mon than 100 In use and
nioiv ar' ad led -.cry day. There were
something tiki- a hundred nc-w ones
last year. There arc. regular lines oi
freight and passenger motor cars be¬
tween the chief cities, and reg-ilar
autprnobllc busses run over iiie mlll-
tiry road from San Juan to ponce.
As it is n<i«. on* can pave Ran Juan
after breakfast In the morning and
be at Ponce, on the sou hern :dde ol
the island, foi lunch It uned to huo-
tle one i get 'here in two days

The \rn Steaiu ftonds.
When 1 was In Porto Rico, at the

close of the war, there was only one
etea in railway. Tbla wan made up of
fhort :ir'.|.. running from San Juan
around to ponce, with numerouu breaks.
It was part of -i system that had been
planned to belt the Inland, but onlyi bitti of which had been buRt.
Sim ' we hat e taken hold this road

has been Improved and extended. The
break:, l.av. been filled, and the steam
cars now nin ¦ar along tne northera
and .western ends of the .Island from
.San Juan to Ponct, and from there to
the port .it Ouayamo. This completes,
four-fifths of the circuit of the island.
and. In addition, there are many shortjl'ho railroad) which supply the sugarI plnnlntlons ,\ very lit 11 .- more track
would glvi roads through all the coast
lands of Poi to Rico.

In IS"1^ th< cai service wife mlscr-Ittbic. The passenger coaches were lit-

tlo better then our box freight car?. |
11 was a rare occasion when the dinky
engine did not break down. To-day |
there are good American locomotives
and comfortable passenger cars.

Steamships to I'orto Itlc-o.
Since the TJnlted Stales took "hold of

Porto Rico the stoamuhlp lines connect¬
ing with It have steadily Improved.
New onoo have nocn added, and the
island has now steamers for nil parts
of the world!. The wharves of TTaii Joan
and Ponce aro crowded with American
goods. There ore now twelvo different
linos which call at Porto Rico. The
chief ones going to tho United States
aro tho Now York and Porto ltlco
Steamship Dine, the Red D Lino and the
Insular I.lnc. The latter ha? three
steamors which ply regularly between
New York and San Juan. The Red 1)
has tlve, which cull at San Juan on
their way to Venesuola, and the New
York and Porto Rico Dine lias a week¬
ly uervtro, its boats leaving New Toi*k
everjf Saturday and reaching Porto
Rico Wednesday. The fare Is $40 or
$50. Tho Spanish Trans-Atlantic Com¬
pany piles between Spain and Santo
Domingo, calling at San Juan, and a
French tine goes from Prance to Haiti,
calling at the i-amo port. The Ham¬
burg-American Lino has boats to Porto
Rico, und there arc Italian and Cuban
bouts as well. One can go to Porto
Rico from the United States two or
three timer; every weok.

Posts and Tclrjrrnphs.
The telegraphic and postal service

of the Island, which was very poor ten
years ago, is now as good as that ot
any part of our country. The United
State government manages the post-
ofilc.es. and the lelecraph system in un¬
der the government of Porto Rico, be¬
ing directed by Its Department of ihc
Interior. Then: are thirty-seven tele¬
graph .stations, covering all the larger
places, and these are connected by
telephones with all the smaller towns.

Messages arc sent by telegraph and
transmitted from the station? by tele¬
phone- The telephones are owned by
private parties. The Island has also
a good cable service, connecting It with
all parts of the world, and-It has wire¬
less telegraph stations ma In tatnd by
the Unit«! Stales Navy, it has tils-..
siren railways run by electricity, nnd
San Juan and other towns ar lighted
by the power project of the Cumcriu
Dam.

Porto Hie Pnys Its Onn Iltlin.
When a British colony pays its own

bills It Is considered a success That
is what Porlo Rico docs now. Tho
total cost of the governmenl and all
tho expenses of Ihc Island come out
of the Porto Rlcan treasury, which Is
mied by Porto Rlcan taxes. The Unit¬
ed States has no expense whatsoever
except the keeping of a regiment of
troops, consisting altogether of live or
six hundred, tho privates of whom are
Pc-to Itlcans. The olllcers only areI A me rlcan?.
The governing Is done by the na¬

tives, with the exception of the sov-
ernor-genorai und a limited number "C
officials appointed by ihr- President
There* Is a Legislature, cons'sting ol
two houses, one of which, known .is
the Executive Council, is appointed by
the President, and 11». oilier. th«> House
of Delegates. Is elected by tho people.
Thre are eleven members in the
cutlv. Council nn.l thirty-live in the
House of Delegates, und they make nil
the lawn of the island. The tlTlrty-
five members are elected every two
years from seven electoral districts.
Each of the districts has five delegates

Both Of these bouses are now In a .--

slon. th^ Assembly having convened
the second Monday in January, it will
sit sixty days. The Executive Council
remains In session throughout trv
year, for It is necessary '.hat It con¬
firm the appnln t men Is mado by tbr
Governor in order that they be valid
according law.

.Inntlrr In Tort" It loo.
In the flays of the Spaniards JllSt'i

In Pcrio Rieb was a matter of bar¬
gain and sale. Tho man who had th¬
ru o; t money got the decision of lh«
courts in his favor, and even to-day
judses are still offered brine. I heard
of a caee In which a woman the oth¬
er 'i. >. called upon thi attorney-gen¬
eral and ashed him Just how uro h
money Ii would take to get her you
out of prison.

.She said she had boon saving f«V
the past live years, or ever since hi- had
committed manslaughter, and thai stie
thought she had now enough to buy
him cut. It was hard for the attorney-

Ladies' and Misses' Department

Alterations
Free

First and
Broad St.

I Annual Clearance
350 Suits Being Sacrificed

Regular $15 to $22.50 Values
< On Sale Monday

Beautiful black and blue CO QQ.serges, mixtures, in .1 band- vö.l/O
sonic collection of shades.

Alterations Free.

Women's Tailored Skirts
In the various materials now in fashion,reduced to half price.

$5.98, now .$3.25
$7.50, now .$4.00

$12.50, now . $5.00

We Also Call Special Attention

Maternity Skirts
$5 to $12.50

Waists now at the very AOlow price of. tP i «40
Formerly $5.25.

Beautiful Line of

Rain Coats
$4.')S, $5.<»8, $7.50, $10.00, $15.0».

lixpert Alterations Free.

general to inuk. her see that money
coulo iiot compensate for crime.
To-day ilic Judicial system of Porte

Pico Is much jlkc that of the United
Stales There are fifty-eight Justices
of the peace, but they cannot fine a
man more than Jl" or Imprison him for
more than thirty .lays. Their jurisdic¬
tion is limited to violations of muni-
cipal ordinances and pt\ crimes,
Th'uy iire much like bur police Judges.

I There are also municipal courts, when
suits are tried In which the rental does
not exceed St.000. The officer; <>f these

j;.re elected hy popular vote, and each
lor a term of four years. Above these

.are ihe district courts, the? prbsecut-
Iiik attorneys, of which are appoint-
ed by tin Governor, and, higher still
the Supreme Court, composed of five
indues appointed by the President.
This court sits at Pan Juan, and it pos¬
sesses general appellate Jurisdiction
over tho Island.
A ¦.pnnli.h Country Without Graft.
One of tho jnost remarkable things

In Porto Kloo has been the elimination
I of graft. Under tin former govern-
ment everything was bribery and eor-
ruptlen. Nothing could be done with-
oni greasing tho Itching palms of the
Officials, and this was so even to the

I recording of deeds and all transfers ol
property. Every thing was taxed, evei
to the smallest bit of furniture ol a

banana-roofed shriek. Tin poor had no
li/hts that the rich wore bound to re¬

spect, and it cost money to get a hear¬
ing in the courts.

At tiie time wo took hold there «Vt"
2.000 prisoners In tlie .tails aWnitluT
trial, and many of them did not know

Iii»! charge* upon Which they h:u| beenarrested One man ha<l btyii Jt«. i». In
prison for live mouths for stealingempty bug, and another : yctr f>'stealing a chicken. A tlilnl prisotncharged with stealing a hog, had Ytif.it
kept In Jail a year nwilting (rial.
Tin.- court.s of Pot-to Itlco tlieu >iai
$160,000 a year in salaries uiohi*. un<J
every otllclal hail u large itllowanc-
for writing materials.

To-iluy till tlic accounts of tli«: U-lariil puss through the hands 'it midt-
tors selected by our Treasury I>i>;>.ir:-
inoiit, and every cent must be sat'lafsi' .

toitly account for. Tbl« Is so of at;
brnuches of the government; ami It i-
Impossiblc for my ..f tin- public nionej
to be spout otherwise khan as laid
clown by tin law.

APP0MATT0X
[ftpcclal to The Timca>.Dl8pati i.

Appomaltox,. Va.. January '.'O. Mi -

.1. W. Flood, with her .-on, Joel, re¬
turned home this tvi-ek' from Norfolk,where she baa been visiting friends
und relativ« s

iJ W Purduin, of Danville Vn i- «.>
been visiting George Piliiloiu this
weck,
Mlsa P.irgllia At wood has been visit-

Ing in Dynchburg. Mis.- Alwöbil »toi
her moth. i. Mrs. .1. It.At wood. v. Ill
lenvi; early next week for an extend¬
ed \isii South. Ilrsi to IJirmliighulii.
then Va'/."o City and thence to .lach-
sonv'.ne. Ph..

Mrs. .1. It. Atwood entertained the
Woman's Missionary Society on Wed¬
nesday.

25 Cents Worth of Snowdrift
is Equal to

Sold in Hermetically Sealed Cans Only

Snowdrift is a wholesome shortening, useful and eco¬
nomical. It is 100 per cent cooking value, as it is pure
fat. Results entirely satisfactory, if you add a little salt.

<fl Fry onions in Snowdrift; strain, and then fry chicken
in the same Snowdrift; the chicken will not taste of the
onions, because Snowdrift is odorless and tasteless,
and cannot absorb odors.

*J| Butter will burn at a temperature of 300 degrees; Lard
340 degrees; Snowdrift not until 400 degrees-
Burning fat is useless.
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flau FrafCisco
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The Southern Cotton Oil Company
No. 21 Broad St., New York «
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